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Insitu Demonstrates One Launch and Recovery System for Family of Unmanned 
Aircraft 
 

 BINGEN, Wash., Dec. 9, 2009 - Insitu Inc., a Boeing [NYSE: BA] subsidiary, 

announced today the successful demonstration of its interoperable unmanned aircraft 

(UA) launch and recovery system.  The SkyHook wing-tip recovery system and next 

generation launcher support all of the companyʼs UA – Integrator, ScanEagle and 

NightEagle – reducing the overall operational footprint in challenging terrain. 

The rugged and powerful launcher is based upon the same pneumatic 

technologies that have proven reliable and effective on some 15 ship classes as well as 

on land. SkyHook eliminates the need for runways or complicated net captures and 

enables safe shipboard recovery and expeditionary capability for tactical missions on 

land or sea. 

“Insitu is focused on helping customers achieve successful mission results 

without being encumbered with additional ground support elements.  We are pleased 

that we can offer customers who currently use ScanEagle - and choose to incorporate 

Integrator and NightEagle into their in-theatre assets - a common launch and recovery 

system,” said Bill Clark vice president of emerging technologies at Insitu. “This enables 

aircraft to fly in various locations, yet share a single base for launch and recovery 

operations without increasing costs over the product life cycle.” 

The field-proven ScanEagle has completed 249,000 operational flight hours and 

31,000 land and maritime sorties to date.  NightEagle offers nighttime vision comparable 

to daytime imagery with a cooled mid-wave infrared camera and has a National Imagery 

Interpretability Rating Scale rating of 7.3. 
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Integrator, the companyʼs next generation UA due for commercial release in the 

third quarter of calendar year 2010, is the companyʼs solution for the Small Tactical 

Unmanned Aircraft System (STUAS)/Tier II competition. 

 Insitu Inc., a wholly owned Boeing subsidiary located in Bingen, Wash., designs, 

develops and manufactures unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) and provides related 

services for commercial and military applications. With a small footprint and 

expeditionary focus for both land and sea operations, the companyʼs family of UAS 

solutions is serving the needs of the global defense community. Visit www.insitu.com for 

more information. 
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